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Heavenly Drum and Clear Day Thunder

Sheng-1 Hsu
( Depart of Geography, National Taiwan Normal University )

Abstract From historical books and local chronological records, it is recognized that
ancient Chinese is respectful to the destructive power of thunders. Occurrence of thunder
usually signifies the coming of disaster that civilians and emperor will have to suffer in the
near future, “clear day thunders”, in particular, were often recorded in the past thousand
years.

To reveal the puzzle of “clear day thunder” phenomenon, we search out all possible “sky
noises” and the related hazards from the records. After analogue reasoning, “clear day
thunders” may be attributed to earth quake, volcanic eruption, land slide, meteor strike, tidal
wave, and etc.

Keywords: heavenly drum, clear day thunder, meteor strike, volcanic eruption, natural
hazard, historical climate
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